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If you made it 
through all the 
blizzards and se-
vere weather in 
December and 
January, congrat-
ulations! It sure 
has tested the 
mettle of a lot of 

ranchers in the western states and 
High Plains hitting 17 states. Re-
cord low temps and high snow fall in 
December in our general area were 
followed in January by at least two 
rounds of blizzards including high 
wind and very deep snow. One ag 
publication named it The Worst Two 
Weeks.

Conditions like these test the resil-
ience and fortitude of ranchers and 
survivability of cattle. Loss of power 
in many areas, 6.3 million across the 
country, exacerbated the situation 
for people and livestock. Seems like 
if you live through a few of these you 
become resourceful in how to keep 
livestock water open. The humans 
can come second in ranch country 
but most people manage just fine. 

Deep snow and drifting were 
incredible, making it difficult for 
people and livestock. In conditions 
like those, it becomes difficult to get 
to sheep, cattle and horses, affect-
ing water and feed availability. Of 
course each storm is different but if 
you are in big winter country, you 
know where the best, well-protected 
spots are. Still, it doesn’t work every 
time. The extreme cold was a game 
changer for many producers. Energy 
needs for liveststock plus potential 
frostbite were the main concerns. 
Just getting to them was a huge chal-
lenge for a lot of ranchers. In our 
area we were fortunate. While we 

by Abby Reidle
When you talk about a deep-rooted 

passion for Line One Hereford cattle, the 
Helbling family should come to mind.  

Herefords, horned Herefords spe-
cifically, have been the business of the 
Helblings since the 1940s. Today, the 
Helbling brothers and their families 
continue to run the ranch with the same 
passion with which it began.

Matt and Christine Helbling founded 

the ranch in 1945, southwest of Mandan, 
ND, naming it Matt Helbling Herefords. 
At the time they had 10 cows and two 
little girls. The couple later added three 
boys, Fred, Jim and Wayne, who took 
over the family ranch in 1984. Starting 
with 145 head of cows, improvement 
and strategy over the years have led 
them to a current total of around 450 
calved out this year. 
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All three boys were involved in 4-H, 
FFA, and livestock judging growing up 
and learned the love of cattle from a 
young age. Fred Helbling attended North 
Dakota State University and earned his 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in Animal 
Science. He and his wife Pam have two 
daughters; Anne and Danielle, seven 
grandkids and a few great-grandchil-
dren. Fred took time after high school 

Helblings look for balance among the traits and never focus too much 
on one; however, moderate birth with good growth EPDs are within the 
top two, especially when they market to ranchers looking to crossbreed.

by Ruth Wiechmann 
When people wonder how Amber 

Seiss keeps up with managing multiple 
businesses, a farm and a family, she 
says, “I wake up and I do. Each day is 
started with intentionality.” 

Amber and Brad Seiss own and op-
erate Magnolia Meadow Farms near 
Thurmont, MD, where they raise reg-
istered Hereford cattle and run an agri-
tourism venture. Brad also has his own 
construction business, building custom 

homes and doing custom kitchens and 
bathrooms, and Amber manages their 
retail businesses. The couple met at the 
Junior National Hereford Show where 
Brad won Senior Showman and Amber 
was the Hereford Queen. 

“Our first picture together is at the 
backdrop when he was the Senior Show-
man; my job as the Queen was to hold 

Amber and Brad Seiss’ Herefords came from Amber’s family, Schmidt Herefords, in 
Pipestone, MN, 


